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October 24, 2006

Lawrence H. Norton, Esq.

General Counsel MUR # 5 g é{

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Complaint against New Trier Democratic Organization,
Dan Seals, and Dan Seals for Congress

Dear Mr. Norton:

We respectfully file this complaint against the New Trier Democratic Organization (“New
Trier”), a registered political committee, for mass-mailing a campaign flyer to residents in the
Illinois Tenth Congressional District which did not carry a disclaimer as required by federal law,
and appears to republish campaign materials and may have ot'herwise been coordinated with

Democrat Dan Seals and his campaign.

I. Background
The flyer, mailed on or about October 16, urges readers to vote for Dan Seals and against
Mark Kirk, his Republican opponent. One full side of the flyer bears a photo of Seals with the
phrase, “But if you’ve HAD ENOUGH, vote for change . . . vote Democrat Dan Seals for
Congress.” It also includes bullet points describing Seals’ stance on particular issues, and
biographical information.
The flyer bears the return address of the New Trier Democratic Organization. Below that

is the following statement:
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“Dan Seals can help restore trust and accountability in Washington He
shares the mainstream values of 10® Congressional District voters and will
better represent the independent thinking of its constituents.

The New Trier Democratic Orgamization believes 10" Congressional
District voters want to know the real differences between Mark Kirk and Dan
Seals

We strongly believe that Dan Seals represents the vast majority of 10®
Congressional District Democrats, Independents, and many Republicans With
the world 1n crisis, the U S economy in trouble and the entire country moving n

the wrong direction, 1t’s time for a change!”

However, there is no disclaimer statement of any kind. Without a disclaimer, it is unclear
who paid for the message, and whether it was coordinated. We ask the Commission to

investigate this mailing and punish the New Trier Democratic Organization accordingly.

II. Legal Analysis
As the Commission knows, public communications such as mass mailings are required to
carry a disclaimer notice stating who paid for the advertisement and whether it was authorized by
a candidate. 2 U.S.C. § 441d; 11 CFR 110.11(b). This disclaimer must be clearly visible, and
placed within a text box that separates it from other writing on the printed material. 11 CFR
110.11(c)(2)(), (ii), and (1i1).

The New Trier piece lacks the required disclaimer, and thus violates the Act and
Commission regulations. Without this disclaimer, the reader does not know who paid for the
message ofr, critically, whether its message was coordinated or otherwise authorized by Seals.
Commission regulations state that coordination occurs with the republication of campaign
materials (such as the republication of the photo of Seals) or when there has been substantial
discussion with the campaign (which can only be determined through a Commission
investigation). 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a) and (d); 11 CFR 109.21. Given that coordination appears to
have occurred, it would constitute an unreported in-kind contribution and, given the apparent

size of the mailing and related costs, an impermissible excessive contribution.

.
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It is disturbing that the New Trier Democratic Organization, a registered political

III. Conclusion

committee, has failed to follow a rule as basic as disclosure requirements. Worse, it appears as
though impermissible coordination has occurred, which results in an impermissible in-kind
contribution to Dan Seals, and related reporting violations. We ask the Commission to (1)
investigate the circumstances by which this mailing was developed and paid for, (2) punish the
New Trier Democratic Organization and Dan Seals for Congress for this violation of federal law,

and (3) require them to include proper disclaimers on all public communications in the future.

Respectfully,

Tolbert Chisum

Sworn before me this Z_ﬁday of October, 2006.
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If yousupport the Bush Administration and their:
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GET DEFICITS

_____

PRESCRIP‘I‘ION DRUG WORRIES

o Kirk votes 85% with Bush-Cheney-DeLay.

their right-wing agenda becomes law:
« He's part of the problem facing America. not the solution.

The;n vote for Mark Kirk for U. S. Congress.

« He's assistant majority whip of the U, S. House, working with the
most conservative congressional leadership in decades to make sure
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But if you've HAMEN OUGH, vote fo@lange...'
vote Democrat Dan Seals for Congress.

Dan Seals represents mainstream
10th Congressional District beliefs.
.| He will hold the Bush Adminisiration
- accountable for policies that
jeopardize our nation and

our families.

Dan Seals supports:
The responsible withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq
An end to the Bush Administration’s assault on our civil liberties

Reducing U.S. dependence on foreign oil and ending big tax breaks for
huge oil companies

Strengthening laws that protect our air and water, especially Lake Michigan

Universal access to affordable health care D .
and prescription drugs an grew UP in Chlcago and taught

" _high school English in Japan before

~ earning a Master’s Degree in Public Policy
A strong commitment to the secunty at the John's Hopkins School of Advanced
of Israel International Studies."

c

A woman’s right to choose

A Pres:dennal Managemem: Fellow

- during the Clinton Administration, he

- worked to increase overseas markets for
. US.'goods and helped plan economic
development and policy. ‘
~ Dan Seals earned his MBA from the
~_University of Chicago,-and was a director
Cat GE Commerc:al Finance. - ‘

: He lives in Wllmette w1th his wife,
Mia, and their three young daughters.
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FORM 1 ORGANIZATION
Oifice Uge Only
1 NAME OF i+« (Check it nama . Example:if typing, £y ) t
COMMITTEE (nful) - 1s changed) oo bo ey Y t12rEAMs
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(Check it address RN NI I N I I I I A
is chan
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COMMITTEE'S E-MAIL ADDRESS

l&wmim@_uﬂsgmmml““tlllll”nlnuﬂl

IllllllllllIIIIIIILI[I!II;[IIIIIllllllllllllllI

COMMITTEE'S WEB PAGE ADDRESS (URL)

l(d[’a!ﬁl |dia|¢|g|g|g|{|;|#|g|r|cm|&,p—[g|c|,c| |g:'!gj‘ NN NN

llllIJllllllllIiIIIIllIlIIIIlllllIll‘lIllIlIL]

COMMITTEE'S FAX NUMBER
L&y2]-10.504]- 191 09u0]

M oM f,D B Y Y YV,
2 DATE. ) ) 2} 2oof

i~ 1
3. FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER P C:

4. IS THIS STATEMENT )( NEW (N) OR «, AMENDED (A)

{ certily that | have examned this Statsment and 10 the best of my knowledge and belief i is true, comect and compiste.

Type or Print Name of Temswer _/Cicdaef A Beraan
Ii‘H"u!'I'-ﬂ“‘li-l SY vl
Signature of Traasurer - pae [ /- ‘2.0 LoeoS

NOTE Submissicn of false, smoneous, or incompleta infarmation may subjact the parson signing this Staternant tn the penaltiss of 2 U.S.C. §4373.
ANY CHANGE IN INFORMATION SHOULD BE REPORTED WITHIN 10 DAYS

For furthar information contact:
Kty e e o FEC FORM 1
I_ Onl “Toh Free 800-424-0650 (Rovisod 02/2003)
y Local 202-684-1100
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FEC Form 1 {Ravised 02/2003) Pags 2
5. TYPE OF COMMITTEE (Chack One)
{e) X This cominittee Is a princips! campaign commitina. (Comnplate the cuudlduiu information betow.)
()] This comimittes Is an authorizad commiltas, and is NOT a pnncipal campaign commiiee. (Complete the candidate
information below )}
Name of . .
Candidate uzgﬁuggh 5|§|§|ILSIIllijlllllIlllllllll[lljl_j
A
Candidate o Office g -1 o State IL,
Party Atfiston . € 4 Sought. )(' Houte . Senate . | President .
petrit  _/.O|
¢y !, This committee supports/opposes only one cendidals, and Is NOT en authorized committes.
Nama of
Candldate lIlJLllllkllllllllIIILJ_JLlIlIllIIllIIlI
! o (Netional, State T {Democrate,
@ .. Thscommtealea - _. . ! or aubodinats) commites of the -+ 1 Reputlican, ete) Party
{e) ! Thia commiitse is 8 separate segregated fund.
Y] I This commiitea supparis/opposes more thean one Federal candidete, and 1s NOT s separste segregatad fund or party
~ . committes.
6. Name of Any Connected Organization or Affifiatad Commlites
IllllllillllilIIIIILlllIlJ_IIIlllllllll!llllll'
|||1|1|11|111|1||||||||||r|:||||||||:||1||||||
Malling Address T A SO N N N N O SN NN S AR A B BN AR AR NN BN NN AR A A OV BN BN R A

IIIIIllIIIIIIJtlIlllllllllllllllllJ

Lo s o vaaasa s e aaaaa b et e o -baaad

CiTy & STATE A ZIP CODE A
Relabomship | 4 ¢ ¢ 3 ¢ 0 s b g i v v e s g g g g s aaaaq]
Type of Connacted Organization:
el —_ -
| Corpomabon Kl Corporation wio Cepital Stock 0 Labor Organtzation
=__.‘ Membership Organization . ; Trade Association ¢ Ceopeniive

- .
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FEC Form 1 (Revised 02/2003) Page 3

Write or Type Commitiee Name

Seq/ ya £

7 Custodian ol Records: Idenfify by name, address (phone number - optionai) and position of the person In possession of committee

booke and records

Full Name i1C B SU TN EE T B A BN AN BN AR A B AR A A AN A N |
Mailing Address e1r A L i st g s aaal
Lo e v v v ey vyl
, uhf oo /i-LL3123]

Tile or Posshon'¥ CITY A STATE A ZIP CODE A

"|c|gi_6|S|Ulfl(lfl Lo i3 aaal Yelephone number M'M-LXM

Treasurer: List the name and address (phone numbar -- optional) of the treasurer of the committes, and the name and address of
any designated agent (e.g., assistant treasurer)

Full Name

of Traasurer 11E it a gttt taaaay g aaaal

Maiing Addreas UMLQALQME_MIJI S I AN AN B I S A a
(AT IS IR O AN AN N NN N AN AN O SN AN AR AN SN SN AN TS DV I A I A
Wdme tife + a0 b L4 lﬁﬂﬁdj-lhziﬁl

Title or PosstionV CITY & STATE & ZiIP CODE A

lrl"lglfl-‘l“'l"lglﬂl L1t | Telephone number M'LM'L_L&LUH

Full Name of

Designated

Agent | SN EEO E N SRR A S NN N T A NN NN G W VA A N A S NN S AN B B BE AN ON BN SN

Mailing Address |4 I TG VR O Y TN T TN N O A OV T O T O T Y O O O IO OO B | |
SRS T PAU TN YN U SN NN AN NN S WA TN N AN M U AU A A AU AN AN A AR
(A A A I S AN A AN I O AN | L_;_| oo I-by 3 o

Title or Posttionv CITY A STATE a ZiP CODE A

Illllllll!lllllllllll Telephone number |_|_1_|-I|JJ-|||1|

]
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FEC Form 1 {Revised 02/2003) Page 4

9 Banks or Other Depositoriea: List ai} banks or othar depositories ln which the committee deposits tunds, holds accounts, rents
safety deposk boxes or mainiaing funds

Nama of Bank, Dspository, ete

A T £
Mailing Address S r e Viesnt/
||-|1|||||||||1||1|1||||L|||1|||||1|
|Lf| nlhawhfier v b 1I4Y |“.I0lﬂlﬂ£|"“|illﬁl
CiTY & STATE A ZIF CCDE A

IlllllllthlllllllllllIIllLllllllll

Illllllltllllllllll lll lllll]-lllll

CiTY & STATE A ZIP CODE A
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Federal Election Commission

ENVELOPE REPLACEMENT PAGE FOR INCOMING DOCUMENTS
The FEC added this page to the end of this filing to indicate how it was received,

Date of Receipt
Hand Delivered
J/ _ . Postmarked
USPS First Class Mail / J/ / /a v
Pastmarked (R/C)
USPS Registered/Certified
‘ Postmarked
:] USPS Priority Mail

Delivery Confirmation™ or Signature Confirmation™ Label

- Postmarked
USPS Express Maill ,.
Pastmark {llegible

I:I No Postmark

Shipping Date .
Overnight Delivery Service (Specify): !

Next Business Day pelivery

. Date of Receipt
| Received from House Records & Registration Office
. Date of Receipt
Received from Senate Public Records Office
Date of Receipt

' | Received from Electronic Filing Office

Date of Receipt or Postmarked

Other (Specify):

f / /7 ﬁf
PREPARER . DATE PREPARED

(3/2005)
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i’iﬁgﬂﬁm A% 32

Mew TR GR D.&.MW.(.MAH:.QM&&Q byl

!IlllIJllllLlillll|lllllLllIlllllllllllllIlJ_J__J

AI;DRESS {rasmber and street)
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GOMMITTEE'S E-MAIL ADDRESS
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RPEWTROEEDENS XD CibioRIACIIMET] 3 L |
COMMITTEE'S WEB PAGE ADDRESS (URL)

MWy -watoe @ RE 1+ 1§ 1y L 1111

Illllltlll!i!l[IILIIIIIIIIIIII

BEd eoT3l-1i, |

SIWEa ZIP CODE A

I!IIII!IIILJIIII

Illlllll]lllllll

IIIIIJIIIIIIIIII

lllllillllllllll

COMMITEE'S FAX NUMBER

M- [t )- | Bost]

P n e

[ ] . Tt v ¢ &%

2 DATE O® -1L> Yo ob

3. FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER P CooY3519

4. IS THIS STATEMENT

NEW (N) OR .. (AMEND m)

1 castily that { have examined this Statsmant and fo the bes? of my imowledge and befief It is true, cormect and compiste.

Type or Print Name of Treasurer {\KPRV!N MI'—‘-‘R

Signahue of Treasurer ’—-)b Wh}.ﬂ:&d .

‘n'm s o @ r Y Y VY ¥

Dale QO (> S>o0b

oy
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ANY CHANGE (N INFORMATION SHOULD BE REFORTED WITHIN 10 DAYS.
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J
§. TYPE OF COMMITTEE (Check Ons)
(a) ) This comumittes ks a principal campaign commiitee. {(Complele the candidate information below}
) This committee Is an authorized commitee, and s NOT a principal campaign committee, (Complete the candidate
Information bekew.)

Name of .

Candidate IllllllIIIIIIlllilIkIllllllJllJ_ll||IIJ*

Candidate Offica State

Party Afiotion Sought: House Senste Presidani

Distnet

{©) . This commities suppoTiafopposes only one candidate, and is NOT an suthxsized commites,
]
L Name of ,
"”' Gandidste IS ENIE I BN AN I A AN AT A BN AN AN I B A Y SN N B I DU SR AN I AN AU AN B BN AN I I A
W , - (N 1
P~ - ) msmmllholaaslmouxykw or committes of tha | {5mefRrFje- , ac.) Parly.
]
L3 ) (e) This cammittee is a separate cagrogated fund.
% ® . Thia commitiee support/opposes more than ona Fedemnsl candiiale, and is NOT a separale segregeted fund or party
! commiitee
hg 6. Nome of Any Connected Qrganimtion or Affifiated Committes
@
P
» AT LER D T8 © G2 AT ® 3 g aa1l
M
L5 LLlllillllLlLillllllIl!llllllllllllllLJllllll
W
™ Mailing Address Kewo) OMK ) 3 g ety el

[L¢1|4|111L|;11||||||||||1|1|_||||‘
WOMUETE® v 100 | EH 8ee®3-1, 1. ]
CITY & " STATE A ZIP CODE &
Relatianship GELL T o Ry TT Lt vt a ettt aagaal
Typa of Cornected Organization:
Corporation Corporation wio Capitel Stock Labor Organization
Membership Organzation Trade Asseclation Cooperative
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¢ Write ar Type Committes Name

7. Custodian of Records: identify by name, aidress (phone number — optional) and posiion of the person in poesessaion of commitiee
booka and recards.

Fub Name QQHMR%RM»}LIlIIILlJlIlllfllllll!llllJ
Mshing Address &@_ﬁ?jﬂﬂl):llll;lllll:l1i1:;;4||1111|

I b I NN SN TR U N TS T (N T O (S ROV NN W (N N T T O N N N S 2 N O I
oNNETeed 00100 Bl 16009301 4 1 |
Tige or Position'¥ CITY A STATE & 2P CODE A

OEE ) W NAGER | | Teophone mmber {477 - (K o] 1RO 120

8. Treasurer: List the name and acidress (phone number - optionat) of tha treasurer of the committes; ant the name end address of
any designaled agent (e.0.. ssslctani tragmurer).

Full Nems

of Tressurer MEQ]_L]_NJMIIIJIIIIIID{II!I[LLIIlllll
Maling Address l&olaloﬁﬁllljllLLlall|l|||||11|lr11|
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wl&llltll‘llll ced LeeweS3-laaa )
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Full Name of 1
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Maiing Addrees AN I I IR R ST AN O M AN I AT W I I W I A A
RIS N RN A0 A A B S SN T8 TO0 SO0 S0 S S SN S A O O O A SR BN AR B B
WeMdgtree o000 ] B eeedRl-l ]

meul"ﬁm' CiY a STATE A ZIP CODE &

r e Taoptona momber L EM(7]- N6 6| €030
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9. SBanks or Other Depositories: List il banks or other depositories In which the committes deposiis funds, holde accounts, rents
safely deposit baxes or maintaing funds.
Name of Bank, Depository, atc.
N EWIIIIIIILLLIIIIJ{_LIIIIPIIlllllli_l'

Malfing Address A B 00 v s s 3ot oo st a a1

Iijlllil{11||[||lIJIl||lIi|I]J|1III
MiMpetga 1 0] 16d [GoolR-L |

CITY A STATE & ZIP CODE A

Name of Rank, Depasidory, etc.
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Maikng Address IIL_llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllILLlI]JllIIIIIIIlIl

illllllllllllllllllL_}__IL_l_l__I_I_l-l,_l_.l_l_’

CITY 4 STATE & ZIP CODE A
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Date of Receipt or Postmarked
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